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7 Recent Tall Building Trends7 Recent Tall Building Trends



Tall Building Trend 1: An increase in Height



“Th W ld’ T ll B ildi ”Ti l

Tall Building Trend 1: An increase in Height
“The World’s Tallest Building” Title

Taipei 101, Taiwan Burj Dubai, UAE



Tall Building Trend 1: An increase in Height

2010



Tall Building Trend 1: An increase in Height
Average Height of the Ten Tallest Buildings Completed in Years 1960 – 2020Average Height of the Ten Tallest Buildings Completed in Years 1960 – 2020



CTBUH Height Criteria & Definitions
1 Height to Architectural Top:1. Height to Architectural Top:
Height is measured from the level1 of the lowest, significant2, open-air3, pedestrian4 entrance to the architectural top of the building, 
including spires, but not including antennae, signage, flag poles or other functional-technical equipment5. This measurement is the most 
widely utilized and is employed to define the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat (CTBUH) rankings of the Tallest Buildings in the 
World.

H i h A hi l TWorld’s ten tallest buildings according to Height to Architectural Top as expected, 2010



The Projected Tallest 20 in 2020



Tall Building Trend 2: An increase in Number

By 2010 59 of the By the end of 2007 thereBy 2010, 59 of the 
tallest 100 buildings 
in the world as 
d t d i 2006

By the end of 2007 there 
were 34 supertall* 
buildings in the world. By 
th d f 2010 j t 3documented in 2006, 

only 4 years 
beforehand, will be 

the end of 2010, just 3
years later, this will have 
more than doubled to 82,

new supertall buildings globally

* Note: CTBUH defines a ‘Super Tall’ building as being 300 metres or greater in height.



Tall Building Trend 3: A change in Location



Tall Building Trend 3: A change in Location

In 1930, 99% of the 
t ll t 100 l t dtallest 100 were located 
in North America with 
51% in New York City y
alone. By 2010 that will 
have decreased to only 
22% and 5%22% and 5%
respectively



T ll t U b A l ti St ti ti

Tall Building Trend 3: A change in Location
Tallest Urban Agglomeration Statistics

Tallest 25 Urban Agglomerations



Tall Building Trend 3: A change in Location
T ll t U b A l ti St ti tiTallest Urban Agglomeration Statistics

Location of the 50 Tallest Urban Agglomerations



Tall Building Trend 3: A change in Location
T ll t U b A l ti St ti tiTallest Urban Agglomeration Statistics

(Global Ranking) (Global Ranking)



Tall Building Trend 4: A change in Function



Tall Building Trend 5: A change in Material



Tall Building Trend 6: A change in Title / Motivation

Pre-2000 Post-2000Pre 2000 Post 2000

Taipei 101 Chicago Spire Burj DubaiChrysler Sears Petronas Taipei 101    Chicago Spire    Burj DubaiChrysler           Sears             Petronas



Tall Building Trend 7: A change in Aesthetics

1999. Conde Nast Building. New 
York. Fox & Fowle Architects

2008. Bahrain World Trade 
Centre. Atkins



4 probable Tall Building Drivers4 probable Tall Building Drivers



Tall Building Driver 1: Land Prices



Tall Building Driver 2: Global Icons



Tall Building Driver 3: 9/11 & The WTC Towers’ collapse



Tall Building Driver 4: Sustainability & Climate Change



Challenges for the FutureChallenges for the Future



Impact of Global Recession





Shortfall 1: The CommercialShortfall 1: The Commercial 
Design Approach

1958, Seagram Building, New York,
Mi d R h & Phili J hMies van der Rohe & Philip Johnson



Shortfall 2: The Iconic-Shortfall 2: The Iconic
Sculptural Design Approach

2003; Swiss Re Tower, City of London
Foster Associates



Tall Buildings have an opportunity to lead the way for the benefit of the entire 
t ti i d t d t th fi i l d f i l dit i l dconstruction industry, due to the financial and professional expenditure involved 

and thus the opportunity for incorporation of experimental technologies etc......



tb hwww.ctbuh.org

www.ctbuh.org/designresearch.htm

awood@ctbuh.org


